CONTENTS

Introduction . ....... ... e 6
List of Rhythm Changes Contrafacts . ............ o .. 7
How to Use this Book. . .. ... .o e 9
Rhythm Changes — Harmonic Structure. . ......... .. .. . ... 10
Units A, B, & A’ In Rhythm Changes . . .......... ... o .. 12
Structural Levels. . . .. ..o e 13
Sources Of Chromaticism . ....... ... i i 13
TheThree Levels . .. ..o e e 14
Background Level. . .. ... o 15
Foreground Level . . . ... ... 18
Predominant Chords . ... ... .. . 18
Secondary Dominant Chords. .. ....... . .. . i 19
Passing Diminished Chords. . ...... ... .. . o 19
Related Chords. . ... o 19
Harmonic Variations Of The A Section: Examples From The Masters. . .......... 21
How to Practice the Loops. . ... 24
Harmonic Variations of Unit A .. ... . e 26
Harmonic Variations of the first 4-measure segment of the A section.......... 28
Circle of Fifths & Half Steps. . . ... i 28

Tritone Substitution. . .. ...ttt 28
Examples From The Masters .......... ... ... 28

Whole Steps . ..ot 32

Minor Thirds. . ... 33

Major Thirds . . . ..ot 34



Harmonic Variations of Unit B . . .. .. o 35

Harmonic Variations of Unit B: Examples from the Masters. . . .............. 36
Harmonic Variations Spanning the Entire A Section. ........ ... ... ... ... .... 38
Half steps . . ..o o 38
WHhole Steps. .. oot 40
Minor Thirds . .. ..o 41
Major Thirds ... ..ot 42
Harmonic Variations of the Bridge (B Section) ......... ... .. .. ... .. .... 43
Examples From The Masters: Bridge ........ ... ... ... .. o i... 44
Target Notes and Guide Tone Lines .. ........ ... ... .. 47
Review Of Ornamental Notes ... ... i e 47
Use Of Ornamental Notes: Examples From The Masters. . .............. 48

Target Note Lines Consisting of Thirds. .. ........ ... .. .. .. .. .. 49
Target Note Lines Consisting of Fifths . ........ ... ... ... . ., 50
Target Note Lines Consisting of Sevenths. . .......... ... .. ... ... ... .. 51
Guide Tone Lines .. ... .. e e e 52
Rules for Constructing Guide Tone Lines. . .......... ... ... ... ... 52

Guide Tone Line from 3rd of the First Chord. ... ..................... 52
Diatonic Playing . . .. ... 53
Guide Tone Lines with a Schenkerian Approach ......... ... ... ... ... ... 53
Schenker and his Perspective . ........ .. .. . i i 53

How to Read the Graphs & Examples . ........... ... .. ... ... .... 54

Did the Masters Really Know that and Think Like that? . ............... 54

Guide Line — Schenkerian Approach ........ ... ... ... .. .. . ... 54
Example 1 — Schenkerian 5-Descent. .. ........ ... ... .. ..o ... 54
Example 2 — Schenkerian 5-Descent. . ......... .. ... .. ..o ... 56
Example 3 — Schenkerian 5-Descent with Initial Ascent ................ 57
Example 4 — Schenkerian 3-Descent .......... ... .. .. ... .. ..., 58
Register Transfer & Octave Equivalence. ........ ... ... ... ... .. ... 58

Schenkerian Lines: Examples From The Masters . ........................ 59



Other Diatonic Techniques. . .. ..ottt e 61

Triads . ..o 61
Embellishing Triads: Examples From The Masters .. ...................... 61
Triadic Embellishments: Exercises Derived From The Masters. . ............. 63
Sequences: Examples From the Masters. . ......... ... .. .. .. o, 64
Sequence EXercises. .. ...t 66
Use Of The Blues Scale: Examples From The Masters . .................... 67
Pentatonic Scales . ... ..o e 68
Etudes . ... e 70
Etude 1 “Five”. . .o e 70
Etude 2 “Common Ground”. . . ... ... . 70
Etude 3 “Four” ... . e 71
Etude 4 “Combination”. . . ... .. e 71
Etude 5 “Follow The Line”. . . ... ... . e 71
Etude 6 “Big Picture” . . ... . o 71
Etude 7 “Upside Down” . . . ... .. o 71
Etude 8 “Options” ... .. o 72
Etude 9 “Chicago” . ... .. o 72
Etude 10 “Big Bird” . . . .. oo 72
Etude 11 “For Vic” . ... e 72
Etude 12 “Excursion” . . ... ... . e 72
Etude 13 “Steppin’ Down” ... ... .. 73
Etude 14 “Mirror Image” . . ... .. .o 73
Etude 15 “Express Train” .. .. ... 73
Etude 16 “Big Red” ... ... o 73
Etude 17 “The Patron” . . . .. ... 73
Etude 18 “Trial and Error” . . ... ... . 74
Etude 19 “Choices” . ...t e e e 74
Etude 20 “Little Bird” . ... ... 74
Recordings . ... .. .. 95

PDF versions of etudes in Eb, Bb, and Bass Clef available

for free download at www.shermusic.com



