
Composer’s note
Creation Song was written as a response to a request from Ashley Grote, the Master of Music at Norwich 
Cathedral, along with Canon Aidan Platten from the Dean and Chapter. Norwich Cathedral was due to be 
the final stop on a nationwide British tour, which began in February 2018, of the replica skeleton of ‘Dippy’ 
the dinosaur from the Natural History Museum in London. The idea was to celebrate this visit to Norwich 
with a piece that could be sung by the Cathedral Choir along with a large choir of schoolchildren. The resulting 
work, Creation Song, is scored for upper voices, SATB, and organ. It is written in sections with a recurring 
refrain but is designed to be sung as a continuous piece. The opening tempo marking suggests a speed that 
remains constant throughout, but please feel free to allow for some flexibility of tempo in certain sections if 
that feels right to you. The refrain, written for upper voices, can equally be sung by the mixed choir in any 
voice combination that you may choose should an upper-voice choir not be available. I am grateful to both 
Ashley Grote and Canon Aidan Platten, as well as the Norfolk Music Hub, for the commitment, energy, and 
enthusiasm that they have shown towards this lovely project. 

Duration: c.12 minutes

A lyric sheet and separate part for the upper voices is available for free download from the catalogue page of 
the OUP website.
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BOB CHILCOTT

Genesis 1: 1– 5 (adap.)
Movement 1

Creation Song

Commissioned by the Dean and Chapter of Norwich Cathedral with generous support from the Norfolk Music Hub,
for the Natural History Museum’s ‘Dippy on Tour’ exhibition in Norwich, 

and in celebration of the beauty of creation as the world seeks a sustainable future.
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Thomas Traherne (c.1637 –1674)

Refrain 1
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