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Composer’s note

Creation Song was written as a response to a request from Ashley Grote, the Master of Music at Norwich
Cathedral, along with Canon Aidan Platten from the Dean and Chapter. Norwich Cathedral was due to be
the final stop on a nationwide British tour, which began in February 2018, of the replica skeleton of ‘Dippy’
the dinosaur from the Natural History Museum in London. The idea was to celebrate this visit to Norwich
with a piece that could be sung by the Cathedral Choir along with a large choir of schoolchildren. The resulting
work, Creation Song, is scored for upper voices, SATB, and organ. It is written in sections with a recurring
refrain but is designed to be sung as a continuous piece. The opening tempo marking suggests a speed that
remains constant throughout, but please feel free to allow for some flexibility of tempo in certain sections if
that feels right to you. The refrain, written for upper voices, can equally be sung by the mixed choir in any
voice combination that you may choose should an upper-voice choir not be available. I am grateful to both
Ashley Grote and Canon Aidan Platten, as well as the Norfolk Music Hub, for the commitment, energy, and
enthusiasm that they have shown towards this lovely project.

Duration: ¢.12 minutes

A lyric sheet and separate part for the upper voices is available for free download from the catalogue page of
the OUP website.
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Commissioned by the Dean and Chapter of Norwich Cathedral with generous support from the Norfolk Music Hub,
for the Natural History Museum’s 'Dippy on Tour” exhibition in Norwich,
and in celebration of the beauty of creation as the world seeks a sustainable future.

Creation Song

BOB CHILCOTT

Movement 1

Genesis 1: 1-5 (adap.)

Mysterious 0 =c.69

/)
UPPER - - I - I - f - f - f - !
voices |{@% f f f f f !
\ e
L prp
o |
SOPRANO -
ALTO 5 f f f i i H — f?‘
In the be-gin-ning
. J -
TENOR |y - f - f - f - f - H —— —]
BASS |2 b4 : : = = 1
.\ i
rp
Mysterious 0 =c.69
L) |
7 A /1 - I I I I I I
@ D% - i i 7 - i i 1 - i
L> 3 (7] (7] () (7] I (7]
9] S \ [~ ]
ORGAN PP
_ o J o P — o
5 o Z; g
7 b I/
o ko3 o o o o
~ N N ~N N
Ped.
7
Al | N | N | N |
AY A 2° 1y I T | T I I} T I IAY T I I ]
—= 33 ‘ —— 1 — P —
. I I f: p | ) E [ I I \. 7 r ) 1
i — I g
God cre -at - ed the heavn and the earth And the earth was with - out

Wi

_..MgJ N e = R R N R

© Oxford University Press 2021

s i D) i ] ] 1 7 17 D) i i | - I 1
N [ |4 [ [ 4 —
OI T } T T T
b i i - i i T - i
:@v ] [7) ] ] i ]
77 77 [Z) I (7]
Y] S < > ] < —
————
,J o ,J o
N & — & i
1S o &
Z h
4
o3 o2 ko2 o 3
v \_/

Printed in Great Britain

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, MUSIC DEPARTMENT, GREAT CLARENDON STREET, OXFORD OX2 6DP
The Moral Rights of the Composer have been asserted. Photocopying this copyright material is ILLEGAL.



dark-ness was up - on the

and

void;

void,

and

form,

(7720

(7]

pr
2

N\

[rad

|4

o

8 i

e
5, - | VEENY my

<

1

il Pl 10N

g,

v g g g
T 8 TN ¢ o
| ¥ HEEE

o
LR “3lerh
M n
B =
¥
. 3 J
. o ol T n
kL = = E = =
[0} 11
| - N
S TN T o
8 —olln e \
& N— (
. N E.N mi..
N NP N
-4 ——

»

==
I , A
s ¥ o
(81] \
2]
b N m yl
2
TN .m I JEEE I\, NI
-
s B Al
Npl oM
~d ™~y N
o
ol & AR vool [ ee
AL 8 T uelll
2
T A hc I . 1N TN \|
5
i = DJ_ “Arh
Mpl o
el
(1T ‘= I )| 1N \\\av N[\
2]
mi.N mi.N Ei.N -
i N, N a




the

saw

And God

>

fo

N\

EZ

h =
Tyl A L o B oy
“T 7 “N
v & A
oM = N a/ |
e g
\[1 2
G
R e
1 3 | N
g
TN m . BC YA
N o o[0]
) N
el
B Ol E he ® o
TN A m el
H -l [ i N B\
Panl M hl q
177 .Mo [1 | \av W
N P, a

mp

{1 T A
A9

7]

~1]

8

he called Night.

ness

dark

the

and

1 &
1T/ 0

v

N\

mp

0 Nelo o
o |lg

W [dp
E:= =

———————— mp

A NN )

EZ

ra

attacca



Refrain 1

Thomas Traherne (c.1637-1674)
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