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Navidad Nuestra -- Our Nativity -- was created for a eriollo retable
-- a native tableau -- where each moment of the Mystery of the in-
carnation is expressed in a popular manner, with all the tenderness
that the Miracle of two thousand years ago evokes in the spirit of
the simple people.

Ariel RamTrez gave to each episode of the Navidad a distinctive
regional voice: a chamamé for the Annunciation to Mary, a huella
pampeana for the pilgrimage of Joseph and Mary, a vidala catamar-
quetta for the Birth of Christ, the Adoration of the Shepherds is
done in chaya riojana rhythm and that of the Three Kings in taki-
rarit tempo, the Flight of the Sacred Family is a vidala tucumana.

Tender and simple verses were necessary: words which were able to
repeat the emotion with which the Nativity Miracle was felt. Felix
Luna was the poet who collaborated with Ariel RamTrez in the elab-
oration of the songs of Navidad Nuestra. His lyrics, joined to

the popular melodies composed by Ariel Ramfrez, make possible the
success of a form that has Hispanic American characteristics with-
out losing its universal content.

This presentation has joined together the creative talent and in-
terpretative emotion of many men and women who give testimony to

the continuing mystery of love and faith whose dimension acknowl-
edges no boundaries, a mystery of love that expresses with dignity

and beauty, with words and melodies the vivid spirit of the His-
panic American land.

Recorded on Philips Connoisseur Collection No. PCC219.

Approximate duration: 14 1/2 minutes.
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Navidad Nuestra
1

Felix Luna
English Text by Louise Dobbs
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